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Petersfield  Urban  District  Council. 


Town  Hall,  Petersfield. 
June ,  1938. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Petersfield  Urban  District  Council. 


Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  second  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health,  Sanitary  Conditions  and  Public  Health  Work  of  the 
Urban  District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1937. 

This  report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  Circular  1650,  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  health  of  the  town  during  the  year  as  judged  by  the 
Birth,  Death  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates,  and  by  the  number  of 
notified  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases,  can  be  considered  as  satis¬ 
factory  and  our  statistics  compare  favourably  with  those  for  the 
country  as  a  whole. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  for 
their  valued  assistance  and  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the 
Department  during  the  year  and  for  their  help  in  the  preparation 
of  this  report. 


W.  S.  Slater, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Section  A. — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,931 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  ...  5,975 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937)  according 

to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  ...  1,735 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £53,606 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £218 


Social  conditions  : — 

Petersfield  is  a  residential  town,  and  a  shopping  centre  for 
a  large  area.  A  cattle  market  is  held  once  a  fortnight. 
The  Council  possesses  tine  open  spaces  for  the  recreation 
of  the  inhabitants  and  visitors. 

The  surrounding  Down  country,  and  the  absence  of 
industrialisation  of  the  district  itself,  do  much  to  further 
the  healthy  conditions  of  life  already  enjoyed  by  residents 
and  holiday  makers  alike. 


Vital  Statistics  during  1937. 


Live  Births — 

Total 

M 

Legitimate 

70 

37 

Illegitimate 

3 

2 

Still-births 

7 

3 

Deaths 

86 

44 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 
Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  popula¬ 
tion  :  Crude  14'39  ;  Adjusted 


33 

1 

4 

42 

1221 

87'5 

11  ‘08 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of 
the  Registrar-General’s  Short  List)  : — 

Deaths.  Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births. 

No.  29  Puerperal  sepsis  —  — 

No.  30  Other  puerperal 

causes  ...  1  1250 

Total  ...  ...  1  1250 
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Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  27'39 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  (England  &  Wales)  58  00 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  28 '57 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  8 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  — 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  population  14'90 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  population  12'40 


Causes  of  Death,  1937. 


Respiratory  tuberculosis 

MALES 

FEMALES 

2 

TOTAL 

2 

Other  tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

Syphilis 

1 

— 

1 

Cancer 

4 

4 

8 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

3 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

1 

4 

5 

Heart  disease 

19 

12 

31 

Other  circulatory  ... 

8 

3 

11 

Bronchitis 

2 

3 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

0 

2 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

— 

— 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases 

— 

2 

2 

Nephritis 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  causes,  etc. 

1 

— 

1 

Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

Other  violence 

1 

2 

3 

Other  defined  causes 

3 

2 

5 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— - 

— 

Other  Puerperal  causes 

— 

1 

1 

Senility 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

— 

2 

2 

44 

42 

86 

There  do  not  appear  to  be  any  conditions  of  occupation  or 
environment  locally  which  have  a  prejudicial  effect  on  the  health 
of  the  townspeople.  Amongst  the  86  deaths  which  occurred  during 
the  year  no  fewer  than  31  were  attributed  to  Heart  disease,  an 
increase  of  18  on  last  year’s  figure.  There  was,  however,  a  slight 
but  welcome  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer,  viz., 
14  in  1936  to  8  in  1937. 
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Section  B.— General  Provision  of  Health  Service  for  the  Area. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time) — 

W.  S.  Slater,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  m.r.c.s.,  d.p.h. 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector — 

H.  Longbottom,  c.E.,  Chartered  Surveyor. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Meat  and  Foods  Inspector — 

R.  F.  Saunders,  Cert,  s.i.b.,  Certificated  Meat  Inspector. 

The  Hampshire  County  Council  has  officers  discharging  duties 
in  the  area,  including  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  Dental 
Surgeon,  Inspector  for  Food  and  Drugs,  and  Health  Visitors. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  Hampshire  County  Council  provide  all  facilities  for  the 
chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  of  clinical  material 
(sputum,  swabs,  etc.),  water,  milk  and  foodstuffs,  at  their  laboratory 
at  Winchester. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

A  motor  ambulance  is  available  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for 
infectious  cases.  For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases  two  motor 
ambulances  are  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Petersfield 
Ambulance  Committee.  They  are  housed  at  the  Council’s  depot 
in  Heath  Road  and  the  service  generally  has  proved  adequate 
during  the  year. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

A  District  Nurse,  who  also  acts  as  midwife,  practises  in  the 
area.  For  infectious  cases  the  Health  Visitors  of  the  County 
Council  are  available  and  carry  out  regular  visiting. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE. 

A  local  committee  of  voluntary  helpers  is  responsible  for  this 
popular  centre  which  does  much  good  work  in  the  district.  The 
Clinic  meets  on  Wednesdays  at  Ramshill,  has  a  Medical  Officer  in 
attendance,  and  is  well  attended.  The  Centre  is  supported  mainly 
by  voluntary  subscriptions,  so  that  relief  can  be  given  in  the  form 
of  extra  nourishment,  hospital  or  convalescent  home  treatment 
in  necessitous  and  deserving  cases.  “  Home  helps  ”  for  mothers 
during  confinement  and  illness  is  also  another  most  useful  service 
provided  by  this  Centre. 

The  local  District  Council  and  the  County  Council  give  grants  in  aid. 
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ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 


Held  on  the  1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  of  the  month  at  Ramshill. 
ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC. 

Held  Fridays  at  2  pan.  weekly.  Surgeon’s  day  1st  Friday  at 
2  pan.,  alternate  months  at  Havant,  under  the  County  Council. 

TUBERCULOSIS  DISPENSARY. 

Held  on  the  1st,  3rd  and  4th  Saturdays  of  every  month  at 
Havant,  under  the  County  Council. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Treatment  is  available  at  Portsmouth. 

HOSPITALS. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  is  under  the  control  of  the  Peterstield 
Isolation  Hospital  Committee.  The  accommodation  has  proved 
adequate  during  the  year  for  cases  from  the  Urban  and  Rural 
Districts,  though  the  provision  of  cubicles  or  side-wards  would 
help  considerably  in  the  general  management  of  this  Hospital.  An 
efficient  steam  disinfector  is  available  for  the  sterilisation  of  articles 
from  infected  homes. 

For  medical,  surgical  and  maternity  cases,  the  Petersfield 
Hospital  of  32  beds,  maintained  on  a  voluntary  basis,  meets  the 
requirements  of  the  area. 

SPECIAL  HOSPITALS. 

The  County  Council  have  made  arrangements  for  beds  in 
other  hospitals  for  the  following  medical  services,  viz.,  Maternity, 
Orthopaedic,  Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia,  Opthalmia  Neonatorum. 

SMALL-POX  HOSPITAL. 

The  County  Council  provide  arrangements  for  removal  of  cases 
to  a  hospital  at  Winchester. 

SANATORIA. 

Sanatoria  for  Tuberculosis  patients  are  provided  by  the  County 
Council  at  Bishopstoke  and  Chandlers  Ford. 
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INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegiti¬ 
mate  Infants  and  Homeless  Children  and  Mental  Defectives. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Local  Authority. 

The  Peterslield  Public  Assistance  I  nstitution  has  accommodation 
for  54  patients:  25  men,  27  women  and  2  beds  for  maternity  cases. 

MATERNITY  AND  NURSING  HOMES. 

There  is  one  situated  in  the  district  which  is  registered  with, 
and  inspected  by,  the  County  Authority. 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

The  County  Authority  arranges  for  the  regular  inspection  of 
boarded-out  children  and  necessary  returns  of  new  cases. 

Section  C.— Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

1.  (i)  WATER.  Existing  sources  of  supply  were  more  than 

sufficient  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  district.  The 
sterilisation  plants  at  Oakshott  gave  satisfactory  service. 
Water  was  sampled  once  a  month  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  all  reports  were  satisfactory. 

A  report  on  a  sample  of  water  taken  from  the  Town  Hall 
on  November  29th  read  as  follows  : — 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

Number  of  organisms  per  m.l.  capable  of  growing 

upon  agar  at  37°c  in  2  days  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  organisms  per  m.l.  capable  of  growing 

upon  gelatine  at  22°c  in  2  days  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  organisms  per  m.l.  capable  of  growing 

upon  lactose  Bile  Salt  agar  in  2  days  ...  None 

Smallest  quantity  of  water  giving  acid  and  gas  in 

Bile  Salt  lactose  broth  ...None  in  100  m.l. 

Smallest  quantity  of  water  containing  Bacillus  Coli 

None  in  100  m.l. 

“  This  is  a  satisfactory  water  for  a  public  supply.” 

H.  Leslie  Ckonk, 

County  Medical  Officer. 
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(ii)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.  No  important  ex¬ 
tensions  were  made  to  these  systems.  In  order  that 
records  may  be  made  of  the  How  of  sewage  at  the  Disposal 
Works  the  Council  have  decided  to  instal  a  Hume  recorder. 

2.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS.  No  action  was  found  to  be 

necessary  with  regard  to  the  pollution  of  rivers  or  streams 
in  the  area. 

3.  (i)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.  The  work  of  connecting 

premises  to  the  new  sewerage  system  at  Sheet  has  pro¬ 
ceeded  satisfactorily ;  very  few  closets  remain  on  the 
conservancy  system. 

(ii)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING.  No  extensions  to  the  public 
cleansing  service  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

House  refuse  is  collected  once  a  week  in  PetersHeld,  and 
once  a  fortnight  at  Sheet  and  Stroud. 

The  Council  undertakes  to  collect  trade  refuse  at  a  small 
charge.  All  refuse  is  tipped  on  land  off  Durford  Road. 

The  pail  scavenging  service  at  Sheet  is  being  continued 
for  those  premises  which  cannot  be  connected  to  the  new 
sewerage  system. 

(iii)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  1514 

Number  of  notices  served — Informal  ...  116 

Formal  ....  9 

Number  of  notices  complied  with — Informal  103 

Formal  9 

Drainage — Number  of  drains  tested  ...  99 

Complaints — Number  of  complaints  received 

and  investigated  ...  ...  ...  28 

Common  Lodging  Houses — Number  of  in¬ 
spections  made  ...  ...  ...  8 

Bakehouses — Number  of  inspections  made  ...  10 

Infectious  Diseases — -Number  of  inspections 

and  disinfections  ...  ...  ...  17 


(iv)  SHOPS.  No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under 
Section  10  of  the  Shops’  Act,  1934. 

(v)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT.  No  action  was  necessary. 
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(vi)  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS.  There  are  no 
public  swimming  baths  in  the  district.  Churcher’s  College 
has  a  privately  owned  bath,  which  during  the  year  was 
not  open  to  the  public. 

(vii)  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS.  One  house— a 
Council  house — was  found  to  be  infested.  The  w  ork  of 
disinfestation  was  successfully  carried  out  by  the  Council, 
“  Zaldecide  ”  being  used  for  this  purpose. 

4.  SCHOOLS.  All  the  schools  in  the  district  which  are  under 

the  control  of  the  Hampshire  County  Council,  with  the 
exception  of  the  one  at  Stroud,  obtain  water  from  the 
public  supply.  Stroud  School  is  supplied  with  water  of 
good  quality  from  a  private  source.  The  only  schools 
without  main  drainage  are  those  at  Sheet  and  Stroud,  but 
Sheet  Schools  will  shortly  be  connected  to  the  new 
sewerage  system. 

There  has  been  no  special  incidence  of  infectious  disease 
amongst  the  school  children  and  no  schools  were  closed 
during  the  year  on  account  of  illness  amongst  the  scholars. 

5.  GENERAL. 

(i)  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 
Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  ... 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Workshops 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Workplaces 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Defects  found  and  remedied  in  Factories,  Workshops  and 
Workplaces  ...  1 

(ii)  COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES.  There  is  one  reg¬ 
istered  in  the  Urban  District. 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  8 

(iii)  TENTS,  VANS  AND  SHEDS.  There  are  several  vans 
off  Durford  Road,  at  the  rear  of  the  Volunteer  Arms  Inn, 
and  at  Borough  Road.  The  unsatisfactory  sanitary  and 
living  conditions  generally  on  the  Durford  Road  site  were 
reported  to  the  Housing  Committee  in  August. 
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Section  D. — Housing. 

Building  development  by  private  enterprise  is  still  very  active 
in  the  district. 

Number  of  new  houses  completed  during  the  year  ...  53 

Number  of  houses  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  Nil 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  :■ — 

1  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  delects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  225 

2  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu¬ 
lations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  102 

3  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service 

of  formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  85 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  6 

2  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

fib)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 


9 


( b )  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

2  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(/>)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

2  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : 

1  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  ...  .  .  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

2  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act ,  1935. — Overcrowding  :■ — 

(а)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  14 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  14 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  10S 

(б)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  5 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps 

for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  Nil 
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(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to 
overcrowding  conditions  upon  which  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it 
desirable  to  report  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  fact  that  applications  have  been 
received  from  owners  of  houses  for  the  “permitted  number”  in 
respect  of  only  536  houses  from  a  total  of  over  a  thousand,  in  spite 
of  repeated  press  notices.  All  rent  books  should  have  contained  a 
summary  of  the  overcrowding  provisions,  and  a  statement  of  the 
“permitted  number”  for  the  dwelling  by  January  1st,  1937. 

There  is  a  penalty  of  a  fine  up  to  £10  for  non-compliance  with 
these  requirements. 


Section  E  —  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply 


Number  of  Retail  Purveyors 

12 

n 

Wholesale  Dealers 

1 

>r 

Cow-keepers 

18 

n 

Cows  kept  (approximate) 

390 

)> 

licensed  producers  of  “Tuberculin  Tested” 

Milk 

Nil 

licensed  producers  of  “  Accredited  ”  Milk 

3 

n 

licensed  producers  of  “  Pasteurised  ”  Milk 

1 

n 

licensed  retailers  of  “  Pasteurised  ”  Milk 

1 

n 

inspections  made  of  dairies  and  cowsheds 

94 

n 

samples  taken  for  examination  for  tubercle 

bacilli 

8 

n 

samples  “  Positive  ” 

Nil 

>> 

samples  “  Negative  ”  ... 

8 

Conditions  at  the  farms  and  dairies  are  on  the  whole  satis¬ 
factory.  As  the  result  of  informal  action,  various  improvements 
have  been  made  at  a  number  of  premises.  The  local  wholesale 
dairy  owned  by  the  South  Eastern  Farmers,  Ltd.,  is  run  on  model 
lines.  A  small  pasteurising  plant  is  in  use,  and  all  the  elementary 
schools  in  the  district  are  supplied  with  pasteurised  milk  from  this 
dairy. 

( b )  Meat  and  oilier  foods. 

All  slaughter-houses,  shops,  stalls,  etc.,  are  inspected  regularly. 

Number  of  inspections  for  this  purpose  ...  ...  426 
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Meat  Inspection. — Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (approximately) 

90 

Nil 

96 

640 

760 

Number  inspected 

88 

Nil 

95 

627 

748 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

21* 

Nil 

1 

4 

7 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

238 

Nil 

2‘1 

63 

'93 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

36 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

68 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

48 

*  Of  this  number  18  were  infected  with  flukes,  and  only  the  livers,  or 
parts  of  the  livers,  condemned. 


Weight  of  meat  condemned,  approximately — 1090  lbs. 

Practically  all  of  the  animals  slaughtered  in  the  district  are  for 
local  consumption. 
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(c)  Adulteration.  —Food  and  Drugs  Adulteration  Act  1928. 


Twenty-four  samples,  all  of  which  were  found  to  be  satis¬ 
factory,  were  taken  in  the  Urban  District  by  the  Hampshire  County 
Council. 


Article  of  Food 

Genuine 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Article  of  Food 

Genuine 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Butter 

1 

— 

Honey 

1 

— 

Cinnamon 

1 

— 

Lemon  Curd 

1 

— 

Cream 

2 

— 

New  Milk 

14 

— 

Golden  Syrup 

1 

— 

Tincture  of 
Quinine 

1 

— 

Ground  Ginger 

1 

— 

Sausage 

1 

— 

Total 

24 

— 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

Samples  of  food  and  milk  are  sent  to  the  Hampshire  County 
Laboratory,  Winchester,  for  examination. 


( e )  Nutrition. 

All  the  schools  in  the  area  have  available  a  satisfactory  supply 
of  pasteurised  milk,  produced  by  South  Eastern  Farmers,  Ltd., 
Petersfield.  Full  use  of  this  supply,  at  a  reduced  price  for  con¬ 
sumption  by  the  scholars  within  the  school  premises,  is  made. 
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Section  F. — The  Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases. 

The  year  1937  as  a  whole  was  a  favourable  one.  Only  1 1  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  and  6  cases  of  Diphtheria  being  notified,  as  against 
13  of  each  disease  in  1936.  These  cases  were  spread  evenly 
throughout  the  year  and  were  not  confined  to  any  one  part  of  the 
town.  All  patients  were  admitted  to  the  local  Fever  Hospital  and 
made  good  recoveries. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  incidence  per  1,000  population  in 

Petersfield  ...  ...  ...  1'84 

The  Scarlet  Fever  incidence  per  1,000  population  in 

England  &  Wales  ...  ...  ...  2’33 

The  Diphtheria  incidence  per  1,000  population  in 

Petersfield  ...  ...  ...  100 

The  Diphtheria  incidence  per  1,000  population  in 

England  &  Wales  ...  ...  ...  1'49 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  work  under  the  Council’s  scheme 
which  I  outlined  in  the  1936  Annual  Report,  proceeded  steadily 
during  the  year.  The  local  Practitioners  deal  with  the  pre-school 
population  at  their  surgeries  whilst  I  treat  the  school  children  in 
the  school  premises. 

During  the  year  1937  protective  treatment  under  the  Council’s 
scheme  was  given  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  pre-school  children  treated  by  private 


practitioners  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  school  children  treated  by  myself  as 

M.O.H.  ...  ...  ...  48 


Total  ...  58 


Number  of  children  treated  in  1936  ...  475 

Total  (1936  and  1937)  ...  533 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  numbers  of  children  protected  at  ages 
when  this  disease  can  be  so  dangerous,  viz.,  during  the  child’s  pre¬ 
school  life,  are  small,  and  it  would  appear  that  the  parents  of  such 
young  and  susceptible  children,  should  be  more  strongly  encouraged 
to  present  their  children  for  protection. 

There  have  been  no  alterations  during  the  year  in  the 
Authority’s  scheme  for  the  prevention,  treatment  and  control  of 
Infectious  Diseases.  The  arrangements  for  disinfection,  the  exam¬ 
ination  of  contacts,  the  provision  of  Anti-toxins,  etc.,  remain  the 
same  as  reported  in  the  1936  Annual  Report. 
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*  Infectious  Diseases. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1937 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Small-pox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

11 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

6 

6 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

(including  para-typhoid) 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

4 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Anterior  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

25 

21 

1 

Disease 

Age  Groups 

0—1 

1— 

2— 

3  — 

4— 

5— 

10- 

15— 

20- 

35- 

45— 

65  — 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 
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Prevention  of  Blindness. 


No  action  taken. 


Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937. 


No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925,  and  Public  Health  Act,  1925, 
Section  62. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  register  on 
December  31st,  1937 — 21. 
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